In January of 2002, President George Bush signed the No Child Left Behind Act. This act reauthorizes and amends federal education programs established under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA).
Under No Child Left Behind (NCLB), schools and school districts are measured on whether the students meet performance benchmarks in math, reading and attendance for grades 3-8 and math, English and graduation rate for high schools. Schools that do not meet the achievement standards for two years are deemed high priority. 
AYP status is also calculated each year for the following student subgroups: White, Hispanic, African American, Native American, Asian/Pacific Islander, Economically Disadvantaged, Students with Disabilities and English Language Learners. 
NCLB identifies schools that have missed a federal benchmark in the same category for two consecutive years. Tennessee elects to alert schools and districts that are at-risk of becoming a high priority school under NCLB. These schools receive additional support and assistance from the state in order to avoid the NCLB high priority list. Schools that have missed one or more benchmarks for one year are considered target schools.
The Tennessee State Board of Education (SBE) has approved new cut scores, proficiency levels and AMOs (Annual Measurable Objectives) that were established pursuant to the mandated formula based on the 20th
percentile calculation for schools and student subgroups for the 2009-10 school year. The four levels of performance are: below basic, basic, proficient, and advanced.

Tennessee set state benchmarks for improvement that increase incrementally toward meeting the NCLB goal of 100 percent of students proficient/advanced in math and reading/language arts by 2014. Likewise,
each Tennessee school has its own track for improvement based on how the school was performing when the law passed and how far it had to go in each category to reach 100 percent proficiency. 
Tennessee’s Targets for Reading/Language Arts and Math 
Determined by the Percent of Students at the Proficient or Above Levels
	Elementary/Middle School Level Benchmarks 

	School Year
	Reading/Language Arts Target
	Math Target
	Attendance Rate

	2002-2003 through 2003-2004
	77%
	72%
	93%

	2004-2005 through 2006-2007
	83%
	79%
	93%

	2007-2008 through 2008-2009
	89%
	86%
	93%

	2009-2010
	32%
	20%
	93%

	2010-2011
	49%
	40%
	93%

	2011-2012
	66%
	60%
	93%

	2012-2013
	83%
	80%
	93%

	2013-2014
	100%
	100%
	93%


	High School Level Benchmarks 

	School Year
	Reading/Language Arts Target
	Math Target
	Graduation Rate

	2002-2003 through 2003-2004
	86%
	65%
	90%

	2004-2005 through 2006-2007
	90%
	75%
	90%

	2007-2008 through 2009-2010
	93%
	83%
	90%

	2009-2010
	49%
	25%
	90%

	2010-2011
	61%
	44%
	90%

	2011-2012
	74%
	63%
	90%

	2012-2013
	87%
	81%
	90%

	2013-2014
	100%
	100%
	90%


